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Prestigious Korean Dance Ensemble Performs as Part of VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town on Nov. 12 


CLEVELAND (Oct 26, 2005) — Korea’s distinguished dance ensemble, the Seoul Performing Arts Company, 
will make its Ohio debut at the Cleveland Masonic Auditorium on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. The 
company will perform an entrancing program of folk dances, as well as new interpretations of ancient court and 
shamanic dances. Included will be the colorful farmer’s dance, the vivid Puch’aech’um (fan dance) and the masked 
Ch’oyongmu (dance of the five directions). This performance is part of The Cleveland Museum of Art’s VIVA! 


and Gala Around Town Series. 


Admission to the performance is $34 and $29 for CMA members. 

With more than 800 performances throughout 40 countries the Seoul Performing Arts Company has been 
viewed by more than 3 million people worldwide. In addition, this kaleidoscopic ensemble performed at the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the Seoul Olympics in 1988. Renowned for their superb singing, choreography, 
gorgeous costumes, refined staging and a sense of joy and humor, the 16 member company has created many 
spectacular productions including musicals and traditional Korean songs and dances. 

For nearly 20 years the company has made efforts to discover subject matters with which to experiment 
and choreograph full-fledged musicals embodying the traditional spirit of Korea. Typified by their unified 
movements Korean dance differs from traditional western dance in basic posture. In western dance, “point” is one 
of the most basic postures, where in Korean dance, dancers lead with their heel to express a deeper, heavier 
movement owed to the power created with both the upper and lower parts of the body. In addition, a special 
method of breathing is incorporated in the movements of the upper and lower parts of the body to make the dance 
form livelier. 

The Seoul Performing Arts Company was established on Aug. 1, 1986, with the founding ideal of dressing 
the indigenous Korean performing arts in new attire and promoting them around the world so as to share their 
cultural benefits as widely as possible. In addition, it attempts to modernize traditional art, promote inter-Korean 
and international exchanges and joint production of art works, conduct research for the development of the 
performing arts, support creative activities by groups of artists, and develop a regular repertoire to achieve both 


artistic and commercial success. 


(more) 
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The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town 1s provided by 90.3 WCPN Ideastream, WCLV 104.9 FM and Cleveland Free Times. 
Additional support provided by Collacott Foundation. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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